[Endovascular (transfemoral endoluminal aneurysm management; TEAM) versus conventional open therapy in abdominal aortic aneurysms (AAA): analysis of a clinical series].
All patients (n = 826) treated electively at the Department of Vascular Surgery University of Vienna, Austria, for their AAA during the years 1965-2000 were analysed with particular emphasis on endoluminal repair. Data collection was carried out in retrospect. The operative mortality or within 30 days was considered the primary endpoint of the study. Since 1995 the TEAM approach was available. From that point in time 45.5% of the AAA were treated electively in the endoluminal way. An exploratory analysis of the clinical series revealed a statistically significant difference in the incidence of various risk factors between groups in favor of open repair. Consequently a conditional regression analysis demonstrated the operative method, median patient's age (above versus below 72 years of age), reduced renal and/or pulmonary function to be of significant influence.